
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Interimõs Corner  
Prayer and Poverty of Spirit 
By Rev. Won-Jae Hur 
 
There are many ways to pray.  Worship is prayer on a 
large scale.  Intercessions are prayers we offer on 
behalf of the world.  Individual prayer is an intimate 
conversation with God.  Some pray in words.  Some 
pray through pictures, music, or some other form of art.  
Others pray through the silence of love and surrender.  
Each way is legitimate and has a place in the spiritual 
path.  Although there are diverse ways of prayer, they 
all require one thing: the spirit of poverty.  
 
By òspirit of poverty,ó I am referring to the wisdom we 
find in the Beatitudes of Matthewõs gospel: òBlessed are 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.ó  
Jesusõ teachings on spiritual practice that follow the 
Beatitudes illumine the importance of this inner poverty 
for the life of prayer. 
  
It is not a coincidence that his teaching on prayer is 
closely connected with his admonition not to parade 
oneõs piety in public but to pray òin secretó (Matthew 
6:6); with the need to trust in Godõs knowledge of our 
condition (6:7-8); with the need to forgive others (6:15); 
and with the need to renounce material greed and to 
seek òtreasures in heaven.ó  These words intimate that 
communing with God in prayer involves letting go.  
Prayer reminds us that our friendship with God is our first 
priority and gently loosens our grip on those things that 
stop us from trusting wholeheartedly in God.  The desire 
for attention and recognition, lack of trust, holding a 
grudge or seeking vengeance, and greed all crowd the 
inner room where Jesus calls us to pray to the God who òis 
in secret.ó   
 
Jesus concludes his teaching on prayer with the famous 
passage where he points to the birds of the air and the 
flowers in the field, gently chiding the people for not 
trusting in Godõs loving provision and inviting them to focus 
on what is most important: òBut strive first for the kingdom 
of God and Godõs righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well.ó (Matthew 6:33)  
  
Jesusõ teachings on prayer indicate that poverty of spirit is 
about trusting completely in God to care for us.  It is an 
attitude of surrender and the willingness to be wholly led 
by the Spirit.  To quote Thomas Merton, it is ò[f]aith and 

 
resolute determination to go forward trusting in God to 
take care of us: refusal to look back, or to allow fear for 
our future to weaken our spirit of trust.ó 1  From this state 
of heart, born out of radical trust in Godõs love and 
goodness, spring the inner freedom and receptivity to 
grace that Jesus portrayed vividly through the splendor of 
blossoming flowers and birds in flight.   
 
  

ab 

                                                 
1Thomas Merton, Cassian and the Fathers: Initiation into the Monastic 

Tradition.  (Kalamazoo, Michigan: Cistercian Publications, 2005), p. 
173. 
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From the  

Junior Wardenõs 

Toolbox 
By John Harrison 
 
Maintenance remains a 
constant issue at St. 
James.  Recently, the 
wood on a bit of roofline-
molding at the southwest corner of the office building 
(right above the path into the Preschool) gave up its 
tenuous hold on the two nails holding it in place, and fell 
into the courtyard.  Luckily no one (especially a preschool 
child) was beneath it when it fell, but the incident drives 
home the need for all of us to be vigilant for safety 
hazards and needed repairs.   
 
We were further blessed in that the repairs and survey of 
the remaining molding and surrounding structure did not 
reveal any excessive degree of deterioration that would 
require extensive (and expensive) repairs.  However, this 
incident is a graphic reminder that we are going to have 
to deal with a significant rehabilitation project in the not 
too distant future, to preserve the buildings that so many 
depend on for so many things. 
 
I am contemplating another Community Work Day in the 
late summer/early fall to prepare for the hopefully 
imminent arrival of a new rector.  We support efforts like 
Rebuilding Together with large and enthusiastic turnouts; 
hopefully the St. James family can do as well when it takes 
care of its own needs.   
 
I would appreciate your critical eyes in identifying 
worthwhile projects that could be within the capabilities of 
our community and which could be accomplished on a 
Saturday.  Let me hear your ideas! 
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A Note from  
Judy Spain 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Chris and I thank 
you so very much 
for the grand 
farewell party.  
Our special thanks 
to Mary Balmana 
for organizing the 
festivities, to Ebe 
Metcalf for a 
lovely toast, to 
Doreen Canton for 
funny and 
flattering remarks, 
and to everyone there for a loving send-off to Santa 
Fe. Chris and I had so much fun.   
 
It means so much to have the beautiful card made by 
Noreen Huey with your loving messages to us.  I will 
treasure the stained glass window book, and the other 
picture book of good times and people at St. James. We 
loved the decorations by Elia Pochron and Meg 
Bloomfield, especially the hearts, which will now decorate 
our new home. 
 
Almost ten years ago, the Holy Spirit directed me to St. 
James and got me out of a spiritually low point in my life.  
I am so grateful to all the clergy and lay people of St. 
James.  It is truly a holy place; a place of hospitality, 
healing and grace. Anyone who finds St. James Church 
is blessed. 
 
I know Chris and I will continue to be connected with St. 
James in our hearts.  We will be back to visit, and hope 
many of you will visit us in Santa Fe. 
 
I will pray for St. James Church as we continue our time of 
transition and search for a new Rector.  Please keep Chris 
and me in your prayers as we make this transition in our 
life. 
 
Again, many thanks.  I will stay in touch.   
 
Love and God bless you, 
 
Judy 
 

ab 
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Rector Search Committee  

Immersed in Interviews 
By Jan Vennari 
 
The Search Committee is in the midst of conducting in-
person interviews with seven rector candidates. We are 
really excited by the experiences, perspectives, 
spirituality, and personalities that they present. 
 
For reasons of confidentiality we can't talk about the 
candidates, but we can tell you about the diocesan process 
we are following. Spanning the better part of a weekend, 
each interview generally involves a somewhat formal 
discussion followed by a more relaxed dinner that includes 
the candidate's spouse or partner, if possible. We then 
visit the candidate's parish on Sunday morning to see 
him/her preside and preach; obviously important, since 
that's the side that many of us will see most.  
 
These meetings allow us to get to know each person more 
deeply and personally, beyond their extensive written 
applications and the telephone interviews. Following the 
in-person interviews, we'll meet as a Committee to pray 
and discern which three candidates we will recommend to 
the Vestry.  Please continue to pray for us! 
 
Special thanks to Judy Spain for her gracious and wise 
contributions to our Committee. She may be out of sight, 
but not out of mind; we plan to tap her thoughts from 
Santa Fe! 
 
As always, please let any of us know your comments and 
questions. 
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In loving memory of 
 

Lois Foster Whiting 
 

January 1, 1920 ð July 1, 2010 
 

Beloved daughter, sister, wife, 
aunt, godmother, and friend 

 

òRejoice in the Lord always. 
Again I say:  Rejoice!ó  ð  Philippians 4:4 

 

Your Rector Search Committee 
 
 

Giselle Bosc 
bosc@pacbell.net       (415) 751-2842 

 
Ann Rieger Matthews 

reigermatthews@pacbell.net       (415) 759-8131 
 

Louise Newlin 
nvnc.id.vides.nvnc.ne.vides@gmail.com         

(415) 242-5224 
 

Carol Overman 
windgoddess_sf@yahoo.com       (415) 812-9494 

 
Elia Pochron 

eliapochron@gmail.com       (415) 221-5004 
 

Judy Spain 
jespain@aol.com       (415) 387-5093 

 
Elizabeth Sturcken 

esturcken@edf.org       (415) 440-4955 
 

Jan Vennari 
jdvennari@comcast.net       (415) 664-3139 

 
Roger Wickstrom 

rogewick@hotmail.com        (415) 386-1628 
 

Ed Wilcox 
edward.wilcox@sbcglobal.net       (415) 412-6723 

 
Warren Wong 

wjwstjames@aol.com       (415) 823-3222 
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Did someone say é Gourmet? 
A tasty time was had by all at the Parish Camping Trip! 

 

   
     
         

 

 

Time and Talent: Doreen Canton 
By Barbara Burgess 
 
Doreen Canton first 
came to Saint James 
on Palm Sunday in 
1988. Like many 
newcomers and 
visitors she and her 
husband Lu tried to 
sneak out after the 
service. However, 
they were stopped 
by then-rector Peter 
Lawson, who learned 
through their 
conversation that 
Doreen and Lu had 
children. òWe were 
immediately invited 
to bring them along, 
the rest is history.ó  
 
It is a history which has included Doreenõs service in a wide 
range of activities: coffee hour hospitality, flower 
arranging, teaching Sunday school, liturgical service as 
acolyte, lay Eucharist minister, usher and reader, and a 
couple of terms on the  Vestry (including the role of Senior 
Warden in 2008 and 2009).  She has also led and 
participated in many group activities, including the parish 
camping trip and the parish retreat in November at 
Bishopõs Ranch. òAs my children grew, my activities 
changed,ó Doreen says, òwith a strong focus on meeting 
their needs and keeping them involved in the church.ó 
Some of these activities have lead to what Doreen 

 
 
describes as òmany wonderful memories, from service 
projects to the childrenõs pageants, from inspirational 
sermons to sitting and talking with friends; but one of my 
great joys is to work on the flower arrangements in the 
quiet of an evening or early morning. The light in the nave 
is subtle, and the space is magical; I invite you to try it.ó  
 
Like many of us, Doreen became involved with these 
activities because someone asked her to. òSometimes 
involvement was at the request of the rector, as when 
Peter Lawson asked me and Kathy Smith to form the 
Family Ministry Group (later renamed the Parish Life 
Committee). Mary Moore was very talented at getting one 
to say yes to a small project, and before you knew what 
had happened you would be off and running on something 
that never seemed to be quite as simple as she had 
stated.ó  
 
Doreen says she enjoys learning, and learns best by doing. 
òThe congregation is very generous with their time and 
gifts, and I have learned much from many individuals.  I  
am happiest when busy and productive, and there are 
many opportunities to serve ð from community outreach to 
social gathering to spiritual formation.ó 
 
Doreen has faced some challenges, including time issues, 
while being involved with some church activities. Mostly, 
she says, òit is easy to take on additional projects because 
they seem interesting or no one else is available. However, 
I am getting better at being more selective about what I 
commit myself to.ó In spite of these challenges, she says, òI 
feel greatly blessed to have served as Senior Warden, 
even though they were tough years both emotionally and 
financially for the church.  I had tremendous support from 


